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Article I 
Name
Section 1.
Name.  The name of this organization is the Alpha University Chapter of Blue Key Honor Society.  Said organization may be referred to as Blue Key or the Blue Key Chapter, the Alpha University.
Article II
Organization and Purpose
Section 1.
Founding.  Blue Key Honor Society chartered at the Alpha University on (date) under the Chapter registration number (TBD). 

Section 2.
The Alpha University Chapter of Blue Key Honor Society receives support and recognition from the national organization of Blue Key Honor Society and the host institution, the Alpha University.  
Article III
Chapter Codes and Procedures
Section 1.
Official code.  The Blue Key constitution of Blue Key Honor Society shall serve as the official code and the model for governance and sustainable management for the Alpha University Blue Key Chapter. 
Section 2.
By-laws.   The Alpha University Blue Key Chapter shall adopt by-laws suited to its needs for its governance and management. 
Section 3.
Filing with the Blue Key National Office.  Copies of the Alpha University Blue Key Chapter by-laws and all amendments to the by-laws shall be kept on file with the Blue Key Honor Society National Office.

Article IV
Membership
Section 1.
Active members shall be qualified juniors and seniors enrolled full-time at the Alpha University.  It is permissible to offer membership to graduate students and exceptional sophomores on a selective basis. 

Section 2.
Qualifications.  All standards for membership in the Blue Key constitution shall be applicable.  Each candidate for active membership shall have a minimum grade point ratio of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) at the time of nomination to Blue Key. Candidates must also have a recognized and respected record of leadership and service to the campus or community, or both.  A balance should exist among the key criteria: scholarship, leadership, service, and character. This requirement cannot be waived. 
Section 3.
Petition. A petition for student membership must be completed with full name and credentials listed.  This petition must be signed by the petitioner, the Chapter President, and the Chapter Advisor.  The signed document shall be forwarded to the Blue Key Honor Society National Office to complete the registration process.

Section 4.
Certificate. Once qualifications have been reviewed and accepted by the National Office, the Chapter shall be sent individual Blue Key Certificates showing the registration number indicating a life member in good standing. 
Section 5.
Candidacy.  Any nominee who fails to qualify for membership at the Chapter level for the first time has the right to be reconsidered at a later date.  Membership requires a majority of 75% positive votes for approval.  All active members of the Chapter are voting members.
Section 6.
Honorary Members.  The Chapter identifies honorary members as faculty, staff, and supporters of named university who have distinguished themselves as persons who represent the ideals and purposes of Blue Key and whose membership would reflect favorably upon Blue Key.  The Chapter recognizes a select number of honorary members from among the named university faculty and staff who have exceeded job-related duties and responsibilities valued by active members of the Blue Key Chapter.  These honorees have shown unselfish devotion to the interests of the university, aside from their official capacities or regular duties. All honorary members shall have right to wear honor cords and other emblems of the Society.
Section 6.
Alumni Roster.  The Chapter shall maintain a roster of the Alpha University Blue Key alumni and communicate with them on an intermittent basis.

Section 7.
Charter or Founding Members.  All initial members who had signed their names on the petition to charter Blue Key Honor Society at the Alpha University shall be known as the charter or founding members.  
Article V
Blue Key Council Representation
Section 1.
Representation on the Blue Key Council.  The Chapter shall have two representatives serve on the Blue Key Honor Society Blue Key Council.  
Section 2.
Advisor as Representative.  One representative shall be a Chapter advisor.
Section 3.
Student or Alumni Representative.  One representative shall be an active member in good standing or an alumni member of the Chapter.
Article VI
Initiation
Section 1.
Initiation of New Members.  Blue Key shall determine the time, place, and ceremony for pledging and for initiating members.  This can be held at any time throughout the year with no limitations to when the actual ceremony will be held or for how long.  During the training period, all nominated individuals seeking Blue Key membership shall be provided a copy of the Chapter by-laws.  Nominees shall sign a statement that they have read and understand the document as part of the initiation process. 
Section 2 
Ceremony Location and Attendance. The initiation ceremony must be held on the grounds of the Alpha University or within the vicinity of campus. All active members are encouraged to attend the initiation ceremony for new members.  Officers and the advisor are expected to attend. 

Section 3.
Initiation Elements.  The new member will receive the official certificate, membership card, and a copy of the Chapter bylaws sealed with the gold seal of the Blue Key Honor Society.
Section 4.
Ceremony and Dignity.  Blue Key initiation ceremonies shall be significant, sincere, and dignified.  This definition includes the Alpha University policy of zero tolerance towards hazing.  The Blue Key pledge is part of the initiation ceremony.  It is considered an affirmation that a dedication towards Blue Key Honor Society values and commitments will be accepted.
Article VII
Finances
Section 1.
Dues and Fees.  Active members shall determine the initiation fee for membership in the Alpha University Blue Key Chapter.  This fee is due with the petition for membership when submitted to any appropriate officer of the Chapter.  
Section 2.
Blue Key Honor Society Registration Fees.  A lifetime registration membership fee shall be submitted with the petition to Blue Key Honor Society National Office for all new members. 
Section 3.
Assessments.  With the majority vote of the Chapter, a special assessment may be levied against members when dues and fees are insufficient to cover operating expenses of the Chapter.

Article VIII
Officers
Section 1.
Officers.  The officers of the named Chapter of Blue Key Honor Society shall be: president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, historian, and pledge trainer. With the exception of advisor (see section 4), these positions may be held by no more than one officer per position. These positions will be held for one (1) academic year.  Re-election is acceptable. There are no term limits.  Officers shall be full-time students in good standing.  

Section 2.
Special Election.  Unfilled officer positions caused by resignation, graduation, or failure to be a full-time student in good standing shall be filled by special election when a vacancy is anticipated.  
Section 3.
Officer Elections.  Officer elections shall be conducted in compliance with the Blue Key Honor Society constitution. 
Section 4.
Officer Duties and Responsibilities.   All officers are responsible to serve in the appropriate position each member had been selected for as defined by the Blue Key Honor Society constitution. All officers may work within or without their appropriate boundaries as desired or requested by the president of the Alpha University Chapter of the Blue Key Honor Society.
Section 5.
Advisor Selection.  One or more Blue Key advisors shall be selected from the faculty or staff ranks of full time employees of the Alpha University.  The Chapter shall elect the advisor(s) by a seventy-five percent majority vote.
Section 6.
Advisor Term.  The term of office will be for a minimum of three academic years. The adviser may be asked to resign the office, or may be removed from office by a seventy-five percent vote of the active membership of the Chapter.  The Chapter secretary shall immediately report the change of advisors to the executive director of Blue Key. The advisor may resign from his or her position at any time.  
Article IX
Amendments
Section 1.
All amendments will be created only by members of the Blue Key Honor Society. The procedure to be followed is outlined by Robert’s Rules of Order.  New amendments shall be part of a business meeting of the Chapter.
Section 2.
Vote.  A majority of the active membership of the Chapter present for voting shall approve amendments to the Blue Key Honor Society Chapter by-laws.  
Section 3.
Notification.  All amendments shall be forwarded to the National Office of Blue Key Honor Society.
Article X
Insignia
Section 1.
Wearing of insignia.  Active and honorary members shall be allowed to wear Blue Key Honor Society insignia during the initiation process and during all graduations, events, reunions hosted by either Blue Key Honor Society or the Alpha University.
Article XI
Publications
Section 1.
Blue Key Honor Society Manual/Handbook.  Blue Key shall publish the Alpha University Blue Key Honor Society Manual/Handbook containing Chapter by-laws and other guideline and sample forms, elements of the initiation ceremony, purposes and activities of the Chapter, rosters of Chapter officials and honoraries, key fundraising events, and significant information about the Alpha University.
Section 2.
Newsletter.  Blue Key shall publish a newsletter on an intermittent schedule but no less than once a year. This includes the publishing of a web page in the form of a newsletter that includes a list of all officers and up-coming events. 
Article XII
Harassment of Members

Section 1.
At no time is hazing or harassment of members tolerated.  Blue Key must conform to all institutional regulations and policies regarding same.
Article VIII

Provisions Addressed in Absence of Chapter Bylaws
Section 1.
Any provision not specifically stated by these Chapter bylaws is found in and expounded upon by the national constitution.
Article XIV
Adoption of Chapter Bylaws
Section 1.
These bylaws, adopted (date), shall supersede all previous bylaws of the Alpha University Chapter of the Blue Key Honor Society.
Article XV
Dissolution
Section 1.
In the event that the Chapter becomes inactive and is dissolved, all assets and property revert to the host university in accordance with local institutional policy.  The National Office of Blue Key Honor Society shall be notified.
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